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2  Peter  1:3-4 

3  His  divine  power  has  given  us  everything  needed  for  life 
and  godliness,  through  the  knowledge  of  him  who  called  us 
by  his  own  glory  and  goodness.  4  Thus  he  has  given  us, 
through  these  things,  his  precious  and  very  great  promises, 
so  that  through  them  you  may  escape  from  the  corruption 
that  is  in  the  world  because  of  lust,  and  may  become 
participants  of  the  divine  nature.  (NRSV) 


2  Peter  1:3-4 

3  His  divine  power  has  given  us  everything  needed  for  life 
and  godliness,  through  the  knowledge  of  him  who  called  us 
by  his  own  glory  and  goodness.  4  Thus  he  has  given  us, 
through  these  things,  his  precious  and  very  great  promises, 
so  that  through  them  you  may  escape  from  the  corruption 
that  is  in  the  world  because  of  lust,  and  may  become 
participants  of  the  divine  nature.  (NRSV) 
3-4  Everything  that  goes  into  a  life  of  pleasing  God  has 
been  miraculously  given  to  us  by  getting  to  know, 
personally  and  intimately,  the  One  who  invited  us  to  God. 
The  best  invitation  we  ever  received!  We  were  also  given 
absolutely  terrific  promises  to  pass  on  to  you— your  tickets 
to  participation  in  the  life  of  God  after  you  turned  your 
back  on  a  world  corrupted  by  lust.  (The  Message) 
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One,  Not  Many 
Deep,  Not  Shallow 


Superficiality  is  the  curse  of  our  age.  The 
doctrine  of  instant  satisfaction  is  a  primary 
spiritual  problem.  The  desperate  need 
today  is  not  for  a  greater  number  of 
intelligent  people,  or  gifted  people,  but  for 
deep  people. 

-  Richard  Foster 


Colossians  3:3-8 

3-4  "Your  old  life  is  dead.  Your  new  life,  which  is  your  real 
life— even  though  invisible  to  spectators— is  with  Christ  in 
God.  He  is  your  life.  When  Christ  (your  real  life,  remember) 
shows  up  again  on  this  earth,  you'll  show  up,  too— the  real 
you,  the  glorious  you.  Meanwhile,  be  content  with  obscurity, 
like  Christ. 

5-8  And  that  means  killing  off  everything  connected  with  that 
way  of  death:  sexual  promiscuity,  impurity,  lust,  doing 
whatever  you  feel  like  whenever  you  feel  like  it,  and  grabbing 
whatever  attracts  your  fancy.  That's  a  life  shaped  by  things 
and  feelings  instead  of  by  God." 
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Deep  people  are  those  whose  lives  are  organized 
around  Jesus,  his  character,  his  call  to  a  serving 
life,  and  his  death  on  the  cross  for  their  sins.  The 
abilities  (or  giftedness)  of  deep  people  may  be 
quite  diverse,  but  each  has  the  power  to 
influence  others  to  follow  Jesus,  grow  in  Christ- 
likeness,  and  live  a  life  of  faithful  service.  They 
love  the  world,  mix  well  with  people,  but  are 
wary  of  spiritual  entrapments.  They  are  known 
for  their  wisdom,  their  compassion  for  others, 
and  their  perseverance  in  hard  times. 

-  Gordon  MacDonald 
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